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Family plans
to sue

Third-grader
was molesied
by bus driver

By KEN de Ia BASTIDE
ken,defabastidedheraldbulletin com

The family of a farmmer third-
grade student at Park Place Ele-
mentary school who was molest-
ed in 2000 by a school bus deiver
filed a notice that they plan to sue
Anderson Community Schnols,

Bus driver Jeffrey L. Holding
was convicted 0 2000 on charges
of e count of child molesting
and six counts of atiempted child
molesting and sentenced to serve
50 years in prison.

The girl was 9 at the time.
According o testimony during
the irial, the girl was the frst stu-
dent picked up by Holding and he
would park the bus near the
Anderson University campus, call-
ing the gird to the front of the bug
where the molestation took place.

ACS Superintendent Tim
Long said he received the letter
on Mondav and will tarn it over
o the school's attormey, Charles
Rubright.

“T'm not familiar with ‘rhe case,”
said Long, wio started work as
superintendeny i 2001, “It has

. been turned over fo our attorney
for advice and an appropriate
response, It will be looked imto.”

Indianapolis attorney Jason
Reese said Toeaday that the law-
suit, i filed, would allege that
ACS officials were negligent in
checking the video surveillance
equipment on the schoul bus.

Reese sald the video recorder
on the school bus way operating
pormally until JTanuary 2000 and
then didn't work for almoest three
months.

*ACS didn't check the equip-
ment,” said Reese. “The principal
at Park Place Elementary Schaool
tasiified at the trial that the video
was only checked when there was
a cumplamt filad.”

Reese said ACS had uo pohc‘.-
of checking if the equipment was
operating.

ACS

UPDATES

Last we knew: ACS bus driver
Jeffrey Holding was convicted in |
2000 of ane count of child molests-
tion and six counts of attemnted
chiid medestation and sentenced ta
50 vears in prison.

Latest: ACS was notifled that the
victim's family plans to file a lawsuit
seeking danages.

What's next: ACS has 20 davs to
respand ta the notice.

“The repcated molestation
ghould never have happened,” he
said in a pews relesse. “The
school's policy on ingpecting the
gystem and reviewing the tapes
was grossly inadequate, The
sehool had no policies in effect to
regularly inspect or Teview the
tapes to determine i arvy systems
were malfunctioning or had heen’
tampered with.”

Reese said video cameras were
installed in the ACS school bug-
&8 in 1994 and record both video
and audio footage while the bus-
es were operating and for 11
minyutes after the engine is
stopped. He said a red light
would indicate that the system
was working.

Reesa said Holding disabled
the video system amd removed
the video tape,

“This is very sal,” he zaid.
“There was no crininal back-
ground check made oo the dri-
ver.”

The famll}' hopes that the
claitm and pudlicity will prevent
a similar incident from happen-
ing again.

“Like all parents in Anderson,
this family entrusted the school
to protect her and was shocked
that something ke this could
possibly happen,” he said. “The
family also entrusted the schodl
to lure and supervize its bug dri-
vers.  The school  system
breached this trust and clearly
failed in its responsibility.”



